THOMAS FAIRFAX: LORD

FAIRFAX

[Born 1612. Soldier. Knighted 1640. Became a general for the
Parliament 1642. Recaptured Leeds and captured Wakefield 1643.
Commander-in-Chief of the Parliamentary Army 1645. Defeated
Charles I at Naseby, where he captured a standard with his own
hands, and stormed Bristol 1645. Reduced Oxford and received
the thanks of Parliament 1646. Seized Charles I against his will 1647.
Transmitted to the Commons the Army's demand for the King's
punishment 1648. He was one of the King's judges, but endeavoured
to stop his execution 1649. State Councillor and Commander-in-
Chief 1649, He resigned his command from unwillingness to invade
Scotland 1650. He headed the Commission sent to Charles II at the
Hague in 1660, to arrange his restoration. Died 1671.]
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^HOMAS, Lord Fairfax of Cameron, Lord Generall of
the Parliament-armie. When Oxford was surrendred,
the first thing General Fairfax did was to sett a good
Guard of Soldiers to preserve the Bodleian Library. "Tis said
there was more hurt donne by the Cavaliers (during their
Garrison) by way of Embezilling and cutting off chaines of
bookes, then there was since. He was a lover of Learning, and
had he not taken this special! care, that noble Library had been
utterly destroyed, for there were ignorant Senators enough who
would have been contented to have had it so.
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